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Cancer Discovery Research
by Christoph Lengauer

- Laure de Nadaillac : Would you tell me where we are here and what do you do exactly
?

- Christoph Langauer : Yes we are here in Vitry which is about ten kilometers south of
Paris. Now I'm the Global Head of Oncology Drug Discovery. This means I'm leading
the group that is responsible for finding new cancer drugs.

- What is exactly Discovery Research ?

- Discovery research is a very long process, and we are at the very beginning of that.
We first want to understand how cancer works, we need to understand its mechanisms
and its pathways. For that we need to identify genes and proteins that play a role in can-
cer. And then in a second step, we try to identify compounds that inhibit these genes
or proteins, and those compounds then - several years later - can be given to patients.

- Do you have only chemists working here ?

- No, our scientists have a lot of different skills. We have biochemists, biologists, mi-
crobiologists, pharmacologists, epidemiologists.

- What is she doing ?
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- Samira is working on a new compound that we hope to give to cancer patients in
about 3 years from now.

- Is there anything special about cancer research for Sanofi-aventis ?

- Cancer research is one of the five disease areas in Discovery, and with that it is one
of the priorities of the company.

- Which cancer types are you talking about ?

- Traditionally one has defined cancer types by the tissue, like breast cancer or colon
cancer or prostate cancer. But this definition is no longer very accurate. For us a ge-
netic definition of a cancer is much more important. The genetic understanding will help
us to find much better and more effective cancer drugs than we used to find in the past.
- How many tests do you have to make to find one drug ?

- For one drug we test about more than a million compounds

- And what is the most interesting part of your job ?

- The most interesting part of the job is the moment of discovery. Max Perutz, who was
an Austrian Nobel prize winner was once asked about this feeling of discovery, and he
described it by saying: Discovery is like falling in love and climbing the top of a moun-
tain after a hard climb both in one. Therefore, this feeling of discovery is really special,
it's something that is very fulfilling and makes us get up every

- What motivates you personally ?

- | think that our patients have a lot of hope in us. Because cancer is a devastating di-
sease. Together with my colleagues, | feel we have these responsibilities. We have no
choice but to get up every day early in the morning and work on finding new cancer
drugs.

- Is it motivating to cure people ?

- | think that there is nothing more special in people’s lives than their health. Working
on that health and improving this, maybe even preventing death is an incredible op-

P.2



sanaofi-aventis.TUY

portunity that we have. And with that opportunity comes the responsibility. Yes, it is
highly motivating.
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